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Introduction

· History

· LC began genre project in 2007, at request of library community
· Started with moving images and radio headings, a small subset already in LCSH

· MLA Task force created in March 2009 in response to LC proposal for collaboration between LC and MLA.

· Membership of Task Force chosen primarily from members of the subcommittees of the Bibliographic Control Committee

· Listed on handout


· Member of LC’s Genre Project group also listed

· Background
· Created working definitions of genre/form and medium of performance

· Genre: A class, type or category, sanctioned by convention; includes styles

· Form: The constructive or organizing element in music

· Medium: Instrumental, vocal, and other medium of performance for which a musical work was written

· Including other objects to be used in performance
· Advantages of the Music Genre/Form Project   (Why we’re doing this)
· Adding new terms to fill in gaps in LCSH vocabulary

· Especially in world music and popular music

· Separating of medium of performance  (early decision)

· Finally allow more precise searching by medium of performance

· Adding  hierarchical structure and relationships between the terms
· Makes the terms more faceted

· Enhances the functionality of genre terms  next-generation information retrieval systems

· Provides easier navigation between terms for users

· Charge of Task Force
· Review the genre/form and medium of performance lists posted by the LC

· Suggest additional terms from LCSH, from other established lists (such as the MLA Types of Composition list and the Ethnographic Thesaurus) and from reference sources

· Solicit suggestions from the MLA membership at large

· Vet the terms suggested by its members and by the MLA membership and will forward these terms on to PSD

· Second phase: working with PSD to establish syndetic structures for each list

· Collaborate on coding and other issues, including making proposals for changes or additions to the MARC format 

· Final phase: establish training procedures for application of the new terms

· Make ILS system recommendations
Process (work completed to-date)

· LC produced initial lists, as well as several discussion papers, which MLA group has vetted and responded to
· MLA group is combing through the Grove Dictionary and the Garland Encyclopedia of World Music 

· creating list of new terms not in LCSH

· giving to LC as a recommendation

· MLA group sponsoring a public wiki to gather comments and terms from the community
· LC responded to MLA’s recommendations on the initial list of genre terms from LCSH – Agreed on 1000 terms to begin the music list

· MLA group will establish a hierarchy for the first 1000 terms
Decisions made
· LC decisions

· Genre/form thesaurus to be a separate product 
· No links between it and LCSH
· Live in a separate list  (Class Web)

· Authority records still in the authority file but coded differently
· Medium of performance terms will not be in the genre/form thesaurus
· Possibilities:

· In their own list, like the MARC codes for geography and languages

· As a list to be used in designated medium of performance attribute field in RDA
· Language is a separate facet (from subjects or genres)

· Music genre/form terms that include language will be deleted
· Wait to implement – MLA and LC groups agree:
· Music community should wait to begin using genre/form terms for music until the project is complete
· Because of extent of music form/genre terms, we need to convert to 655 form/genre coding as a group

· Better for cooperative cataloging 
· Coding now will cause inconsistencies and validation issues
· New genre/form headings being established are quite different from the current heading string

· Especially since medium terms are being decoupled from genre/form terms
LC discussion papers

Psalms  (Feb. 2010)

· The LC and MLA genre groups agreed 

· Present formulation of headings for musical settings of individual psalms needs to be changed

· Psalm numbering in form subdivision = Unsuitable for genre/form thesaurus

· Psalms (Music) $v 24th psalm

· Of three options proposed by LC, the MLA group recommended using the heading “Psalms (Music)” and adding related work entries for individual psalm texts. 

· Involves a lot of heading changes and authority work, but

· Separating genre/form from descriptive access points is theoretically sound in the current environment

· Will work with the potential future adoption of RDA and FRBR

· MLA group further recommended 

· If this option too involved for present adoption

· Reformulate Psalm headings in the pattern 

· Psalm 150 (Music)

· This was another option proposed by LC, and eliminates the peculiar syntax used now by turning the heading into a phrase.

Sacred music

· LC’s favored option for dealing with sacred music 
· Keep a number of pre-coordinated terms that contain the words “sacred” or “secular”
· Currently, many terms for sacred music combine genre and medium 

· Ex. Sacred songs (High voice) with piano

· Such terms would be deleted

· The headings that would be retained are:
· Sacred cantatas

· Sacred dialogues (Music)

· Sacred dramatic music

· Sacred music

· Sacred musicals

· Sacred songs

· Sacred vocal music

· As well as three headings for genres that are typically sacred, and need to be qualified with the term “secular”:
· Secular cantatas
· Secular oratorios
· Secular solo cantatas

Subdivisions

· Turn most subdivisions into genre//form headings 

· Post-coordinate with other headings

· Possibly incorporate additional terminology for types of musical notation and format of notated music 

· Some of this terminology is used in RDA 

· Position the genre/form thesaurus as a source of additional vocabulary for RDA

· Issues regarding which subdivisions should become genre/form headings

· Do these subdivision terms apply to expressions or manifestations?

· Do some subdivisions still need to remain for contextual clarity, or are there other parts of the record that take care of the concept?

· Subdivisions that include medium 

· Ex. Solo with piano – delete in favor of medium terms

· Use something like “Orchestral reduction” or “Arranged accompaniment” instead

Questions being addressed
· Where do medium of performance terms belong?

· In terms of container (LCSH or a thesaurus) 
· In the MARC record (as a subject or in another defined place)  
· Recently passed MARBI proposal introduces 382 field for medium, 
· in context of the need to identify elements relating to works and expressions

· can be used in bibliographic and authority records.  
· RDA identifies medium of performance as a core element in certain instances 
· (if needed for a generic title or for differentiation of a distinctive title)
· Maybe the use of this field can evolve into a facet of work records
· Collecting new genre/form headings for world music problematic
· Inconsistencies of terminology used in the Garland Encyclopedia for world music, even within volumes dedicated to one particular geographic area
· Discussing ways of verifying world music terms with sources outside of Garland, starting with the New Grove Dictionary.  
· We are also looking for experts in particular areas to assist us in choosing appropriate terms for world and popular music (Public wiki)
· Thesaurus and other options
· Currently discussing with LC
· How will the hierarchy of the terms be displayed to users?
· If the terms primarily live in LC authority records, add new terms via SACO funnel   (currently being created)
· MARC proposal (from Nancy Lorimer)

· Addresses the question: Where should medium of performance reside in MARC records

· Goal: allow users to find all works with specific combination of instruments as well as a certain number of performers

· Include alternate instrumention somehow

· 048

· Can differentiate between soloist and general chamber music performer

· Doesn’t indicate total number of performers

· Coded information

· 382 (Medium)

· Repeatable for works with alternate instrumentation

· Uses controlled vocabulary 

· Makes use of medium list

· Currently no way to indicate number of instruments

· Suggested solution

· Use 382

· Propose subfields for number of performers on each part

· Propose subfield for total number of performers

· Still discussing

Next Steps

· Begin working on hierarchy for the first 1000 terms agreed on by LC&MLA

· This step will allow us to

· Investigate methods to facilitate building the hierarchy for the rest of the terms 

· Address changes that need to be made to the project 
· Determine the next steps for the project

· Inform us of how much hierarchy we need  and the degree of specificity

· Finish gathering new terms from Garland and Grove

· Genre/Form terms
· Decide on principles for vetting genre/form terms

· Create genre/form hierarchy (already begun)

· Medium terms
· Decide where medium will reside and revise MARC formats to accommodate this

· Develop principles for vetting medium terms, especially in terms of granularity

· Create medium hierarchy

· System issues

· Develop method for converting existing headings

· Address system issues

· Outreach

· Address outreach to public services and library users

· Train music catalogers in applying genre/form and medium terms

How to Be Involved
· Add new terms via the Public Wiki: http://musicgenrepublicforum.pbworks.com/
· To add new terms, comment on the wiki.  
· All that is needed is a pbwiki account.  Instructions are listed here: http://musicgenrepublicforum.pbworks.com/How-to-leave-comments-and-use-pbworks
· If you have an area of expertise, especially in world or popular music, consider adding new terms or volunteering to be a reference for the task force for your subject area.
