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MLA-BCC Genre/Form Task Force Charge (revised Aug. 2009)
The MLA-BCC Genre/Form Task Force will review the genre/form and medium of performance lists posted by the LC Policy and Standards Division (PSD) on their genre/form website.  The group will suggest additional terms from LCSH, from other established lists (e.g., the MLA Types of Composition list, the Ethnographic Thesaurus), and from reference sources.  Suggestions for genre/form and medium of performance terms will also be solicited from the MLA membership at large.  The Task Force will vet the terms suggested by its members and by the MLA membership and will forward these terms on to PSD for possible inclusion in the genre/form and medium of performance lists.  The second phase of the project will include working with PSD to establish syndetic structures for each list and to collaborate on coding and other issues, including making MARBI proposals if necessary.  The final phase of the project will involve establishing training procedures, both for creation of genre/form/medium authority records and for practical application of the new terminology. 
Advantages of the Music Genre/Form Project
· Addition of many new terms to fill in gaps in LCSH vocabulary, especially in the areas of world music and popular music
· With the addition of hierarchical structure and relationships, the genre/form thesaurus will enhance the functionality of the vocabulary in next-generation, faceted information retrieval systems

· The separation of medium of performance from genre/form terminology will finally allow more precise searching by medium of performance

Process
· March 2009 – Task force created, LC posts initial medium list and genre/form list (terms already in LCSH)

· Decision to separate medium terms from genre/form terms

· Set up public wiki to gather comments and term suggestions (STILL ACCEPTING!)
· June 2009 – Presented LC with recommendations about their initial lists

· June-Aug. 2009 – Gathered new terms (not in LCSH) from Variations3, Types of Comp, and IAML lists

· Sept.-Present – Gathering new terms from Garland and Grove

· LC and MLA have agreed on 1000 initial terms for inclusion in the genre/form thesaurus

Next Steps

· Begin working on hierarchy for the first 1000 terms agreed upon by LC and MLA

· Finish gathering new terms from Garland and Grove

· Genre/Form

· Decide on principles for vetting genre/form terms

· Create genre/form hierarchy (already begun)

· Medium

· Decide where medium will reside and revise MARC formats to accommodate this

· Develop principles for vetting medium terms, especially in terms of granularity

· Create medium hierarchy

· System issues

· Develop method for converting existing headings

· Address system issues

· Outreach
· Inform public services and library users about the thesaurus; create training for using the new vocabulary system
· Train music catalogers in applying genre/form and medium terms

How to Be Involved
· Add new terms via the Public Wiki:  http://musicgenrepublicforum.pbworks.com/
To add new terms, comment on the wiki.  All that is needed is a pbwiki account.  Instructions on setting up an account are located here: 

http://musicgenrepublicforum.pbworks.com/How-to-leave-comments-and-use-pbworks
· If you have an area of expertise, especially in world or popular music, consider adding new terms or volunteering to be a reference for the task force for your area.
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